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life after deadly virus strike

EVERYONE who meets Archie
Barton is captivated by the
brave toddler who had both
legs amputated after he was
struck down by the deadly
Meningitis B virus.

The two-year-old, from Ply-
mouth, also lost several fin-
gers, the tip of his nose, a piece
of his ear and most of his vision
due to the disease and resulting
septicaemia, last summer.

Last week he visited his aunt
Amanda Bean, at her home in
Polruan, for a holiday at the
seaside.

Although he has also lost
most of his vision, Archie’s
hearing is acute and his speech
exceptionally clear. ’

“Waves ... seagulls”, he ex-
claimed with delight as he sat
on the beach with his mother,
Nicky, grandmother Jo Gosling
from Looe, and Amanda, before
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joining them in The Lugger Inn
for his favourite Cornish

pasty . .
His mother Nicky said: “Like
so many other mothers I knew
meningitis was out there but I
didn’t know enough about it.

“I never knew that children
could lose their limbs and fin-
gers.

“l was completely unpre-
pared for what happened and
felt crushed and disturbed
when Archie had to'have his
legs amputated.

“Archie is coping very well.
Nothing fazes him. He just gets
on with it and challenges him-
self every day His strength
comes from my mother. She
gave it to me and I gave it to
Archie.”

The youngster’s parents,
who already had two children,
Georgina, 17, and Jake, 21, had
been overjoyed when, in her
late 30s, Nicky gave birth to a
healthy little boy. s

Little did they know that 18
months later, on June 11, 2007,
just days after they had re-
turned from a holiday in
Cyprus, their Ilives were
destined to be changed
forever.

Archie went for a sleep that
day at around 2pm and was
unsettled.

His mother noticed he
vomited an hour later. After
another hour, she gave him
some Calpol and water but
later he vomited again.

He then began to develop a
small amount of spots at 8pm
on his neck and on his tummy
and a few in his nappy area

which looked like chicken pox.
Two hours later more spots
started and were turning to
bruises and he was displaying
a temperature.

His parents telephoned NHS
Direct who sent paramedics
and an ambulance as Archie’s
breathing became faster.

The youngster did not have
the typical meningitis symp-
toms of cold hands and feet; he
was not bothered by light, and
had no diarrhoea and no large
rash.

Within an hour of being ad-
mitted to Derriford Hospital,
Archie had been diagnosed
with Meningitis B and septi-
cemia and 12 hours later, he
was transferred to the Bristol
Royal Hospital for Children.

Six weeks later, a month after
both his legs had been ampu-
tated above the knee, he was

moved to Frenchay Hospital
where he remained for a series
of skin grafts on his arms and
legs.

Nicky said: “The message 1
want to get across is that men-
ingitis can kill in four hours. If
in any doubt, trust your own
instincts and phone for an am-
bulance immediately.”

The Archie’s Story website
www.archiesstoryco.uk has a
list of fund-raising events
planned for the coming weeks
and months to help raise
money to buy prosthetic limbs
for the youngster.

It includes a quiz at The Lug-
ger Inn, Polruan, on May 10,
and a mass entry in aid of
Archie’s Fund by his close fam-
ily, friends and supporters, who
will be running in the Ply-
mouth Half Marathon on May
25.



